
By Kelly McCullough

On December 6th, 9th and 11th 
Coronado Baptist Church blessed the 
community with their annual rendition 
of “Venite”, which Pastor Mike Woods 
explained means ‘Come’ in Latin. Pastor 
Woods opened by telling how Jesus spoke 
to each Disciple telling them, “Come and 
follow me.”  He shared that through this 
play all are invited to ‘Come and see.’

Each evening began with a thirty-
minute prelude of Christmas music by the 
orchestra with arrangements by Joe Cueto, 
Ryan Snodgrass and Becky Prado.

The play centers around the Magi, three 

wise men, chronicling events leading up to 
and including them following the start to 
seek out the newborn King. The wise men 
this year were played by Sean Caruthers, 
Yomi Adejokum and Tom Silverthorn. 
The wise men were star gazers and as the 
play goes along beautiful photos of stars in 
the heavens are displayed on large screens 
and the ceiling. Narration was provided 
throughout by Jennifer Ledford that is 
biblical facts as well as information about 
the stars and planets to help explain how 
God formed all and had a purpose for all 
things. “Visible to the human,” she said, 
“is 10,000 stars when actually there are 
over 100 billion stars. Look upon them in 

wonder and praise His Holy Name!”
Music is interspersed throughout the 

play with the orchestra and full choir, 
men’s trio of Drew Cook, Charles Miller 
and Joseph Hobdy, and male solo on 
different evenings by Neil Barantein and 
Mike Coulter.

The wise men discuss the meaning of 
the star and the desire to meet the maker 
of the stars. It was stated there was a triple 
crown around the star that had to be of 
great significance, to them meant King, 
King, King. Narration explains that 
they traveled over 500 miles to be in the 
presence of the Christ child who was born 
to be the King of the Jews.

Mary was played on 
different evenings by 
Samantha Montes, Sara 
Linn and Samantha 
Hernandez. Joseph by 
Dominic Coblentz and 
Esteban Melendez. The 
play portion of the evening 
ends with the Magi going 
inside to present Jesus 
with their gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. 
The full choir then again 
brought the message home 
through music, which at 
one point brought everyone 
to their feet singing along 
in worship.

Pastor Woods closed the 
evening explaining that all 
people need to get and be 
right with the Lord. He 
encouraged anyone there 
who may not know Jesus 
to pray along with him to 
accept and receive Him at 

that moment.
Throughout the evening as part of the 

Narration, Jennifer Ledford tells of the 
movement of the stars and planets which 
is information obtained with approval 
through Rick Larsen’s documentary, “The 
Star of Bethlehem.”  The information 
she shares is so detailed and presented so 
well it truly helps to understand just how 
miraculous God’s creation is, and what 
He did to align the stars and planets in the 
perfect way to draw attention to the birth 
of Christ.

If interested in the documentary 
DVD it is available for purchase at local 
Christian bookstores. To obtain more 
information on the documentary visit 
http://bethlehemstar.net.
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Coronado Baptist presents “Venite”

Merry Christmas 
From our family to yours 
Treat yourself to a unique 

lunch and relax while doing 
your last minute shopping. 

inni HEART Eatery 
1731 Montana Ave. 

El Paso, TX • 533-8890 

Transitioning from La Tierra Cafe 

 OPEN from
Wed thru Sat

9 am - 6 pm

WEST
701 S Mesa Hills

915-585-7873

EAST
2220 N Yarbrough

915-595-1772

GIFT CARDS 
Finish all your shopping with 
us. Gift Cards are always the 

perfect size. Any denomination 
& always delicious.

Jennifer Ledford, Narrator
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Thanks for supporting us!
Donate Now at:
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Find us on  
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Advertise Today. 

329-0824

Rusty Joiner plays Jesse Dean in “Voiceless”. 

By Jason Soroski

A few days ago, I wrote down 
some thoughts about a beautiful 
moment that has been hidden in 
plain sight for 50 years in A Charlie 
Brown Christmas.

As a pastor, I am thrilled at 
the encouragement it has given, 
and as a former literature teacher, 
I am thrilled that it has started a 
firestorm of film analysis! Many of 
you have pointed out that at the end 
of the scene, Linus picks the blanket 
back up, and have openly wondered 
why.

After the epic, blanket-dropping 
recitation of Scripture given by 
Linus in response to Charlie 
Brown’s quest for meaning, he picks 
the blanket back up.

Isn’t that anti-climactic? Why 
would Linus pick that old security 
back up after so boldly proclaiming 
an end to fear? Why does he leave 
the stage with that security blanket 
still in his hand?

We first must realize that we all 
carry that same blanket.

Just like Linus, we may stand tall 
in a moment of faith and conviction, 
a moment when Scripture hidden 
in our heart comes to life, and all 
else is flung aside as we experience 
and proclaim the true freedom and 
security that only Jesus can give.

But at some point, out of habit, 
we reach down and pick that thing 
right back up. Faith, while powerful, 

is also delicate.
Linus clearly knows the truth, 

and clearly proclaims the truth. The 
knowledge is there and the wisdom 
is there and the passion is there. So 
why does he pick it back up?

I think the answer is strikingly 
clear. It is because we all do the 
same thing.

We know. We feel. We proclaim.
Yet we gaze in the mirror one 

morning to find that tattered old 
blanket draped over our shoulder yet 
again. And we realize that we have 
become so used to it being there that 
we hardly even noticed it.

But that is not where this blanket 
story ends.

The show ends with the Peanuts 
gang not just singing, but clearly and 
unquestionably singing in worship. 
Even the musical style at this point 
is different from anything else heard 
previously.

The obvious song choice here 
could have been “O Christmas 
Tree,” the notes of which have 
already been playing gently in the 
background.

But the focus is no longer the 
tree. The focus has become bigger 
than the tree. The focus is Jesus.

With this new focus, the kids 
instead slide effortlessly into “Hark 
the Herald Angels Sing, Glory to 
the Newborn King,” and what we 
are now witnessing is essentially an 
impromptu worship service.

But before any of this happens, 

Linus parts with that blanket yet 
again, and lays it down for good at 
the base of that beautiful Christmas 
tree, just as we should strive to not just 
lay our blanket down just anywhere, 
but leave it forever behind us at the 
foot of that cross, for our own good 
and the good of others.

Linus and friends have moved 
from speaking truth and hearing 
truth into a deeper place of worship, 
where they finally respond to that 
truth, much like those shepherds 
who were instructed to “fear not” so 
very long ago.

It is here at the end of the show 
that Linus lays that blanket down 
yet again, and this time? He doesn’t 
look back.

As a writer and musician, Jason 
Soroski strives to communicate in a 
way that is insightful, meaningful, 
relevant, and mindful of the small 
things that we may otherwise 
overlook in our everyday lives. He 
effectively taps into his experiences as 
a worship pastor, classroom teacher, 
husband, and homeschooling father 
of five to relate poignant stories from 
real-life experiences. Jason holds 
an M.Ed. from Missouri Baptist 
University, has been featured in 
various print and web publications, 
and currently resides in Houston, 
TX. Read more from Jason at his 
blog The Way I See It.

Originally posted on www.
Christianity.com. Used by 
permission of Christianity.com

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to my 
Daddy (12/12) in Heaven. I can’t 
believe my Daddy has been gone 
51 years. He missed out on so 
much of life, having died at just 32 
years old. And we, the family, have 
missed out on so much of what life 
would have been like with him in 
it. I didn’t grow up knowing what 
it was like having a daddy to love 
and care for you. I hate how that 
affected me, and I hate that my 
children and grandchildren never 
got to know him, or him to know 
them. I was told so many times as 
a youngster that something good 
comes out of all things – I have 
yet to discover what good came 
out of not having my Daddy. But, 
now that I am grown, I can know 
and appreciate that he knew Jesus, 
therefore – where he is now is a 
much better place. However, I 
can’t help but grieve even still now, 
and wish there could have been a 
life with him in it. My hope is in 
Christ Jesus, and I know that when 
my time on this earth is over I 
will reside with Him in Heaven, 
therefore, I will also see my Daddy 
again. Thank You Jesus for that 
knowledge and the gift of Salvation 
that makes that possible.

****
MERRY CHRISTMAS to 

you all. I pray that each of you 
have a very blessed Christmas 
time with family and friends. And 
may we all never forgot the real 
meaning of Christmas and why 
we celebrate this day. Jesus, the 
Christ child was sent here as just a 
baby to teach and then die for the 
sins of us all. He did so gladly with 
the desire for every one of us to 
accept Him, walk with Him, have 
a relationship with Him, and then 

to have eternal life with Him. Be 
sure to ponder on this fact during 
your Christmas celebration, and to 
tell others around you to do so. So 
many of our loved ones don’t know 
Jesus as their Savior. We never 
know the time or hour that we or 
someone we love may draw our last 
breath. Make sure that all those 
you love know and understand 
what is needed to have everlasting 
life with Christ. That would be the 
best gift you could give someone, 
so that they could find the best gift 
of all – Salvation – that only Christ 
alone can give.

****
Precious Heavenly Father –
Thank You Lord for sending 

Your Son, Jesus to be born as 
a baby to be the Savior of the 
world. Thank You for all You have 
done for me, my family, and The 
Messenger. Thank You for Your 
unconditional love, mercy and 
grace. Most importantly, for Your 
gift of Salvation – and that I can 
know that one day I will reside 
with You forever.

Father I lift up all those who 
are suffering illness or grief at this 
Christmas season. Touch their 
bodies, hearts, minds and souls. 
Help them to feel Your presence 
and have no doubt You are there 
with and for them at all times. I lift 
up those who don’t know You and 
pray that someone will cross their 
paths during this time and share 
what Christmas is truly all about, 
and that they will accept the best 
Christmas gift ever – Jesus as their 
Savior.

Help me Father to be the 
instrument You want to do Your 
work. Give me strength and ability 
to continue on in all I do.

In Jesus’ Name,
AMEN

By Kelly McCullough

On Friday, December 9th the 
Northeast Rotary Club Foundation 
held its Annual Foundation 
Distribution of Funds Luncheon at 
Great American, Gateway North, 
in Northeast El Paso. For 2016, 
eleven recipient organizations were 
chosen.

The Foundation accepts letters of 
request in mid-September each year. 
By mid-October the Foundation 
Board members have reviewed all 
letters of request and meet to discuss 
and vote on which organizations to 
donate to according to those who 
best meet the Foundation’s focus on 
education and poverty.

The recipient organizations this 
year were: El Pasoan’s Fighting 
Hunger, El Paso Community 
College, University of Texas El 
Paso, Rotary Youth Leadership 
Awards, Holy Spirit Episcopal Food 
Bank, Hospice El Paso, Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes, Pregnancy 
Help Center, Opportunity Center 
for Women, Insights Museum, and 
Northeast Christian Academy.

For 38 years the Foundation has 
held a Car Raffle and Banquet, 
with the bulk of the proceeds going 
to benefit that year’s recipients.

Drop the Blanket 2:
The Rest of Linus’s Story from 
A Charlie Brown Christmas

NE Rotary Club 
Foundation 
Distributes 

$31,000

Foundation Board Members pictured L to R: Patrick Sarabia, Paul Berube, 
Xavier Parra, Jimmy Melver, Rick Altheide, Tony Conde, Wade Warling, Sher-
man Barnett, John Whittler, and Jimmie Daw. Not pictured, Jose Amezcua 
and Mark Wolf. 



Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with the 
others on The Messenger’s blog site at 
http://hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and would 
like to be considered to join this panel – 
OR - if you have a question you would 
like answered by Christian Leaders, 
please email your contact information 
to media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
My friend quotes his 

Pastor things like, “All 
who believe in Him shall 
be saved.” He thinks that 
just because he believes 
Jesus exists that he can 
live however he wants and 
still go to heaven. I believe 
there is more to it. Yes, I 
believe in Jesus, but also 
believe one has a changed 
and transformed life after 
having accepted Jesus as my 
Savior. Is just believing in 
Jesus being saved, and gets 
you into heaven?

Answers:
What a wonderful question. 

The answer to your question is 
a qualified, “yes.” Romans 10” 
9-10 states clearly that if one 
confesses Jesus as Lord believes 
with the heart that God raised 
Him from the dead, that one 
will be saved. The problem is in 
how we define belief. In the New 
Testament, belief is never simply 
an intellectual acceptance of 
something as being true. You are 
absolutely correct that one must 
experience a transformed life. 
Belief from a biblical perspective 
involves a committal of one’s 
entire life to God; a committal 

that results in a total change of 
focus. It is a self-denial that says, 
“I will no longer go my direction, 
but instead turn the control of my 
life over to God because of what 
Jesus did as He died in my place 
on the cross.” 

Paul also wrote in 1 Corinthians 
6:19-20, “Or do you not know that 
your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit who is in you, whom you 
have from God, and that you are 
not your own? For you have been 
bought with a price: therefore, 
glorify God in your body.” The 
key here is ownership. For one 
who truly believes in Jesus with 
a saving faith, that person’s life 
is changed and he or she literally 
belongs to Jesus. We are never 
master of our own destiny. We 
either belong to the devil or to 
God. Belief in Jesus is transferring 
ownership to God. Romans 6:16 
clearly says, “Do you not know 
that when you present yourselves 
to someone as slaves for obedience, 
you are slaves of the one whom 
you obey, either of sin resulting in 
death, or of obedience resulting in 
righteousness?” 

If your friend thinks that he 
can say, “I believe in Jesus” and 
then live any way he pleases, he 
is presenting himself as a slave to 
sin (his own sinful desires) and it 
will result in spiritual death, not 
salvation and life in heaven. He 
must (as we all must) believe in 
Jesus completely and give his life 
to obedience to everything Jesus 
taught, and in that way, have his 
life result in righteousness. Only 
then will he be assured of being 
with God eternally.

Pastor Robert H. Warmath 
Skyline Baptist Church

(El Paso, TX)

To believe in Christ means 
to trust in, cling to, and rely 
upon Him in every area of our 
lives. James 2:19 says, the devil 
believes and trembles. Belief 
without obedience doesn’t 
change anything in our lives. 
We must bring forth the fruit of 
a repentant spirit. Faith without 
works is dead.

Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the Nazarene

(Winslow, IN)

19You believe that there is 
one God. That’s fine! Even the 
demons believe that and tremble 
with fear. 20 Do you want proof, 
you foolish person, that faith 
without actions is worthless? 
Jesus is Lord, accepting and even 
surrendering to that is essential, 
but that’s the easy part. Living 
like He is Lord of your life is so 
difficult we can’t do it without 
Him.

Associate Pastor Rick Roberson
The Branch Church

(Chaparral, NM)

The saving faith in Jesus is 
linear, ongoing or continuous, 
and it is life changing. Saving 
faith is obedient to the commands 
of the NT on what the lost must 
do to be saved: believe (Mk 16:16; 
Heb 11:6), repent (Lk 13:3; Acts 
17:30), immersed (Acts 22:16; 
Rom 6:4) and live faithfully (Mt 
7:21; Heb 5:8-9).

Punctiliar is the faith of the 
Demons, who believe, even to the 
point of trembling with fear, but 
fail to obey Jesus. ( James 2:18-19) 
It is not enough to believer, one 
must follow, obey, presenting his 
body (life) as a living sacrifice. 

(Rom 12:1-2: James 2:24-26).
The Christian will sin; 

however, they are cleansed 
because they are walking in the 
light and are washed by the blood 
of Jesus. (1 John 1:7-9) When one 
leaves the path of righteousness, 
they also leave the purifying 
blood of Jesus.

Charles Clodfelter, Evangelist
Eastwood Church of Christ

(El Paso, TX)

There are many who believe 
that Jesus is alive and real 
including Satan himself. In 
James 2:19 it says, “Even the 
demons believe and tremble.” 
Christianity is a relationship, 
which is more than just having 
knowledge. In 2 Corinthians 5:17 
it says, “If anyone is in Christ, he 
is a new creation; old things have 
passed away; behold all things 
have become new.” The word 
repentance means to turn around 
and go in a new direction. So 
salvation involved a change of 
lifestyle with Jesus on the throne 
of our lives and not self. There 
is a shallow understanding of 
salvation being taught today, 
where people say just pray a 
prayer and you are saved. Just 
being born does not mean a baby 
will live. It has to be fed and 
nurtured. We are to embrace 
Jesus as Lord and turn our backs 
on worldly values.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)
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By Elizabeth Gunter

Hopes and Fears
 

The celebration of 
Christmas can feel 
formulaic, especially in the 
United States.

Stores start advertising 
Christmas in October. Radio 
stations play Christmas 
music in November. 
People start pulling out the 
decorations and recipes they 
cook every Christmas. It is 
easy to simply fall into the 
formula of Christmas.

But a quick look at the 
story of the birth of Jesus 
will reveal there is nothing 
formulaic about God. 
From the virgin birth to 
the shepherds and the wise 
men God shows up in the 
most unexpected places and 
unusual ways.

Even the place of Jesus’ 
birth is unconventional and 
unexpected. Micah 5:2 says 
that Bethlehem is too little 
to be among the clans of 
Judah, yet God chose the 
least significant to bring 
forth the Messiah, our 
Savior and Lord. Wouldn’t 
Jerusalem be a much more 
fitting place for the birth of 
the King? It is only 5 miles 
away. But God is the God of 
the unexpected.

In our Christmas carols 
we sing of Bethlehem as 
being the place where the 
Everlasting Light shines and 
all our hopes and fears of all 
the years are met.

We all carry hopes and 
fears in our heart. Take a 
moment to really sense what 
is in your heart. Often times 
we ignore our own heart 
because hopes seem to be 
out of reach and fears are 
to painful. What are your 
hopes and dreams? What do 
you dread? Are there things 
that you fear are too big or 
difficult to even hope for?

Max Lucado says, 
“Hope is not what you’d 
expect; it is what you would 
never dream. It is a wild, 
improbable tale with a pinch-
me-I’m-dreaming ending… 
Hope is not a granted wish 
or a favor performed; no, 
it is far greater than that. 
It is a zany, unpredictable 
dependence on a God who 
loves to surprise us out of 
our socks and be there in the 
flesh to see our reaction.” 
(God Came Near, page 89)

May you be blessed this 
Christmas season to give all 
your hopes and fears to the 
God who is for you and who 
is capable of doing more 
than you can ask or imagine 
in the most unexpected 
ways.This season may our 
heart’s cry be that of the last 
words of “O Little Town of 
Bethlehem,”

O come to us, abide with 
us, our Lord Emmanuel.

© 2016 by Elizabeth 
Gunter. An archive of past 
devotionals is available at www.
thefathersbusiness.com

Used by permission of www.
thefathersbusiness.com

Send info about your upcoming 
events to media4him@yahoo.
com. Be sure to send them 
several weeks in advance of 
the event as The Messenger 
prints every other week. 
Check for other listings online 
at https://hismessenger.
wordpress.com.  

First and Third Thursday of 
each Month

FCCI Meeting – Great 
American Steakburger, 701 
S. Mesa Hills, El Paso, 7:00 
pm – 8:30 pm. For Christian 
business owners who desire 
to run their business to glorify 
the Lord. If you wish to attend 
it would help if you RSVP. For 
more info and to RSVP call 
Cris Green (915) 252-3655.  

Second Thursday of each 
Month

El Paso’s Northeast Quilters 
Guild – Grace Presbyterian 
Church, 8001 Magnetic, El 
Paso, 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm 
Social and Set up time; 7:00 
pm – 9:00 pm Meeting and 
Program. Program to be 
announced. Guests welcome. 
For more info call (915) 494-
7977 or epnequilters@gmail.
com.

Second Saturday of each 
Month

Christian Singles Bible Study 
– Christian Singles ages 30 to 
65 from across El Paso meet 
at 6:00 pm for Potluck meal, 

Bible study and fellowship. No 
child care available. The group 
also gets together for other 
social events as they arise. 
For more info and location of 
meetings call Frances at (915) 
525-3179.

Saturday, December 17th

“Winter Wonderland” – The 
Journey, 1205 Ridgetop, Las 
Cruces, NM, 4:00 pm – 9:00 
pm. Join this Annual Winter 
Celebration for families in 
need in the community. For 
more info call (575) 680-6383.

Thursday & Friday, 
December 22nd & 23rd

Scrooge Play – La Verdad 
Community Church, 7721 N. 
Loop Dr., El Paso, 7:00 pm. All 
are invited to enjoy this play 
based on “A Christmas Carol” 
by Charles Dickins.

Sunday, February 19th

Mercy Me Texas Takeover 
– Abraham Chavez Theatre, 
1 Civic Center Plaza, El 
Paso, 7:00 pm. Experience 
the Texas Takeover Tour with 
Mercy Me and special guest 
Micah Tyler in this one night 
only performance. For tickets 
or more info call (915) 534-
0600.

Friday, March 24th

Newsboys in Concert – El 
Paso County Coliseum, 4100 
E. Paisano, El Paso, 7:00 pm. 

Christian rock pop band, the 
Newsboys continue to sell out 
venues across the country 
and El Paso is next! The band 
has 33 number one hits and 
multiple Dove Awards. For 
more info and tickets call (915) 
533-9899.

Wednesday, April 26th

Chris Tomlin’s Worship Night 

in America – Don Haskins 
Center, 151 Glory Road, El 
Paso, 7:00 pm. A night of 
worship featuring Chris Tomlin 
and special guests Big Daddy 
Weave, Phil Wickham, Zach 
Williams, Mosaic M-S-C and 
guest speaker Jason Barton. 
For more info call (915) 747-
5481.

The 
Father’s 
Business

We will care for our Residents just like we would 
care for our own Father and Mother.

 www.al.bartletthealth.com
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915-779-2489
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6600 Montana Ave 

DESTINATION: 
SAVINGS

See how much you could save  at a 
GEICO office near you. 

Saturday, December 24th
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Saturday, December 24th
6:30 pm


