
By Jenna Foix

On January 28th Grace Church in 
South East Houston, TX hosted KSBJs 
Girls Night Out. The evening featured 
contemporary Christian music artist, 
songwriter, worship leader and Dove 
Award winner, Meredith Andrews. 
Meredith is well known for hits such 
as ‘Not for a moment’ and ‘Open 
up the Heavens’. Award-winning 
Inspirational Comedian, Nazareth, 
provided clean, comedy entertainment. 
The Guest Speaker was Lysa Terkeurst, 
NY Times Bestselling author, national 
speaker and President of Proverbs 31 
Ministries. Lysa is author of books 
such as Unglued, The Best Yes and 
Uninvited to name a few.

The night began with Introductions 
from KSBJs DJs. KSBJ is a Christian 
radio station in the Houston area. 
For nearly 45 minutes Meredith 
Andrews led the crowd of over 1,000 
women in worship. In between songs 
Meredith shared a few short family 
life testimonies and spoke about how 
through the rough things the Lord 
always held strong.

Comedian Nazareth was amazing. 
I’d never heard of him before and 
-- He was a man. I wondered what 
on earth a man was doing at an all-
women’s event. I’m glad he came to 
the event and was willing to make us 
all laugh and just let loose. As a mom, 
as an adult woman, most of our days 
are spent in seriousness. He had us 
laughing the whole time he was on 
the stage and I was actually sad that 
he had to stop. I could’ve listened 
to him for another hour. Following 
Nazareth’s performance there was a 
brief intermission to prepare for the 
Guest Speaker.

Lysa, once on stage, spoke on 1 
Samuel chapter 25 adding in family 
stories and testimonies along the 
way. One of her stories that stuck out 
the most to me was where her and 
her family went scuba diving. The 
intsructor’s were having problems 
getting her to sink so they had to add 
weights to her. A young male instructor, 
not thinking before he spoke, told 
her she was having problems sinking 
because “fat floats”. I didn’t even know 
that and never knew there was such an 
issue when trying to scuba dive. Once 

they got her to sink by adding several 
weights the group was all at the ocean 
floor with the instructors. Shortly 
after hitting the ocean floor she saw 
a “creature” whip by her and toward 
her daughter where it hit her daughter 
in the head. As a mom would, Lysa 
panicked, grabbed her family and 
released her weights. In doing so this 
floated them all to the surface of the 
water. She said once on the boat the 
instructor was not too pleased with her 
move and told her, “Listen to me, you 
panicked because you took your eyes 
off the master. Keep. Your. Eyes. On 
the Master. You don’t see what I see, 
you don’t know what I know. Keep 

your eyes on the master.” She went 
on to explain how we like to panic in 
situations that we can’t control. And 
how we need to keep our eyes on the 
Master. If we would just keep our eyes 
on the Lord we could spend so much 
less time stressing and worrying, and 
just live.

In 1 Samuel chapter 25, Lysa 
read to us about Daniel. His possible 
emotions when he was faced with the 
betrayal of Nabal. How sometimes we 
hold on to past memories and that then 
causes us to lash out at unrelated times 
or moments. She explained that David 
probably spent most of his life feeling 
forgotten or over looked. His father left 

him in the field tending the sheep when 
he gathered his other sons to be picked 
as the next king. She explained how 
David may have carried that feeling 
through life and then unleashed it once 
Nabal denied him and his army food 
and water. David was on a mission to 
kill Nabal when Abigail, Nabal’s wife, 
learned of the situation and brought 
David and his men food and wine. 
Enough for all 600 of them. Abigail was 
a woman of humility and intelligence 
and she later became David’s wife after 
Nabal passed away.

It was an amazing event to attend. 
Lysa is really fabulous and easy to listen 
to and relate to.  A few days after the 
event I got online and ordered a few 
of her books. I couldn’t wait to learn 
more from her. I left the event feeling 
ready to conquer my mom and wife 
duties as a woman of courage, strength 
and humility like Abigail handled 
hers. It was spiritually moving and 
inspirational.

Recently, DJs on KSBJ announced 
that 110 Salvation CDs had been picked 
up at this event. These events provide 
a much needed, relaxing night out for 
moms of all ages. Most importantly, 
the Inspirational worship, comedy and 
Biblical teaching lead attendees to the 
feet of Jesus. And through it all, large 
numbers accept Jesus as their Savior.
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Girl’s Night Out

L to R: Jenna Foix, Nazareth, and Allison Miller. Photo provided by Jenna Foix.

L to R: Jenna Foix and Allison Miller part of the early arrivals to pick a good seat. 
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ATTN: Individuals, businesses, churches, 
small groups, and schools you can get involved 
and help Rescue Ministries of Mexico in a small 
way throughout 2017. Many seek mission outreach 
opportunities in other countries – this is a project 
you can participate in easily, inexpensively AND 
if you wish can easily visit those you are helping 
throughout the year if you have a passport.

We will post a focus each month of much 
needed items for Rescue Ministries’ orphanage 
in Juarez. Businesses, churches, and schools can 
post the monthly focus in heavily trafficked areas 
and ask that people participate. Have a collection 
point for any items donated.  At the end of each 

month Rescue staff can pick up items, or you can 
drop them off.

No one can do everything – but we each can do 
something. Follow the monthly Focus, purchase 
one or more items from the list each month – and 
you will have helped greatly by the end of the 
year.

While there will be a specific Focus each 
month, food items, new and gently used clothing 
and household items, and monetary donations are 
always needed and welcomed.

Office location:  1420 Bessemer Drive, Suite D, 
El Paso. Drop off hours 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. If you 
wish items to be picked up call (915) 599-8707    

By Anne Peterson

As a child, we would run to the 
dinner table. It’s not that we looked 
forward to the family conversation, 
or the chance to gather together. 
Knowing us, we were probably 
hungry.

There was no banter back and 
forth or a volleying of humor. If 
we laughed, it was at the expense 
of another. It’s what we saw; it was 
all we knew.

And unbeknown to us, we were 
learning another thing at that daily 
table—how to be critical. And 
believe me I learned it well. 

My name is Anne Peterson, and 
I am a critical person.

 I lived with criticism.
For all those meals, for all my 

life, I never once heard my father 
say, “Mary, that was a good meal.” 
But I can’t tell you the number of 
times I heard, “What it needed was 
a little more salt.” or “You know 
what you should do next time…?”

We’d come home with our 
report cards. Our dad was looking 
for one thing, and one thing alone. 
All A’s, or in our day, all E’s. 
Nothing less was seen. In fact, he 
went a step further. If any of us got 
all E’s, we received $5.00. And one 
year it was me, or so I thought.

Giddy from seeing all my E’s, I 
turned to the kid who sat behind 
me in Miss Aachan’s class. I 
penciled the words on his report 
card, “Bob is bad.” Moments 
later I was summoned up to the 
teacher’s desk. She simply held her 
hand out, “Give me your report 
card.” Taking it from my shaking 
hand, she wrote something down 
and handed it back to me. Tears 
blurred my vision as I tried to get 
back to my seat.

After running home, I got in 
line to show dad my report card. 
One of my hard-earned E’s had 
been changed to a lowly G. 

“But I did get all E’s Dad. See, 
it was an E,” I pleaded. “Sorry,” he 
said. But I knew he wasn’t sorry at 
all.

It was all or nothing. And in my 
case, it was nothing.

Maybe this time…
Years later, as a returning 

student, I did get all A’s. And 
yet, I still had an empty feeling 
inside. Perhaps I needed to have 
it acknowledged. With both my 
parents gone, I called an aunt to 
share my news. I got my degree.

“Aunt Jeanette, I did it,” I told 
her. “I graduated.”

Hope hung on. I just wanted 
one positive word.

But instead, I heard, “You could 
have done it a long time ago.” Her 

words dug deep into my stomach, 
and once again, I hurt.

In time, I found it easier to focus 
on what was negative, oblivious to 
the positive. My daughter would 
put away the laundry and I would 
say, “The towels don’t go like that, 
they go this way.”

She would fix her bed, and I’d 
redo it. She’d put away dishes and 
I’d point out she neglected to wipe 
off the counter.

There’s something I learned 
wearing these critical shoes. I don’t 
like being critical. It’s something 
I’m trying to change. Maybe deep 
down, that’s how critical people 
feel. 

If anyone had a right to be 
critical, it was Jesus. When he 
hung on the cross, he could have 
said, “God, let them have it.”  But 
he didn’t.

Don’t seek revenge.
Jesus immediately turned to his 

Father. Read Luke 23:34. He said, 
“They know not what they do.”

And the truth is, we can 
become like the people around us. 
But we don’t have to. God is in the 
restoration business. Just because 
we lived with criticism doesn’t 
mean we have to be critical.

And yet, I had a dilemma. 
How could I become what I 
never saw modeled? God gave 
me new models. I saw kindness in 

other homes —at a Bible study I 
attended, and at a relative’s house. 
I began to learn it was possible to 
give what I had never received as 
a child. 

How? By telling others the 
things I longed to hear. It was 
something new, but I was more 
than willing to learn.

Encourage others.
There’s not one person who 

doesn’t need encouragement. 
In fact, the ones who need 
it the most are those who 
have never received it. 

Furthermore, God 
tells us to love our 
enemies in Matthew 
5:43-45. God 
knows everyone 
needs love, 
but those who 
are outwardly 
mean —they 
are probably 
the most 
unloved.

Will it be 
a challenge? 
Yes. But we 
can turn to 
the Lord, 
knowing he 
faced it all 
the time. For 
he ministered 
to those who 

knew they 
needed help.

When we come across someone 
critical, we can ask God what to 
say.

Dear Lord, help those of us who are 
critical. Sometimes the words that slip 
out of our mouths are not words that build 
up, but instead, words that tear down. 
Help us to look to you instead. Give us 
the words that the person before us needs 
to hear. Life-giving words. And Father, 
help us to forgive those who have been 
critical with us. Help us to be like Jesus, 
and to believe, that those who have hurt 
us, don’t know what they are doing. We 
can’t do it without you, Lord. I pray this, 
not in our own name, but in the name of 
your precious, Holy Son. Amen.

Anne Petersen is a poet, 
author and regular contributor 
to Crosswalk.com.

Originally appeared on 
Crosswalk.com. Used by 
permission of Crosswalk.com

Video Rentals - Family/Christian
House of Prayer Every Thursday 7 - 9 PM

Call (575) 521-3811 for more info
2645 Missouri Suite 5

http://www.revivalfire.clearcheckout.com

15% Off
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PLUS free balloons.

Order Now for Valentine's Day
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(915) 599-8707 • 1420 Bessemer Dr., Ste. D, El Paso, TX 79936

Serves and shelters children, teens and adults all ages
that are abused, neglected, abandoned or orphaned.

RESCUE MINISTRIES OF MEXICO

Thanks for supporting us!
Donate Now at:

www.Rescue Ministries Of Mexico.org

Find us on  
facebook

All donations are tax deductible.

GET INVOLVED 2017
February Focus: Mid-Year School Supplies

Wide ruled notebook paper, copy paper, pencils, colored pencils, crayons, ink pens, 
bottled glue, glue sticks, Kleenex

What to Do 
When You Have 
a Critical Spirit



Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with the 
others on The Messenger’s blog site at 
http://hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and would 
like to be considered to join this panel – 
OR - if you have a question you would 
like answered by Christian Leaders, 
please email your contact information 
to media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
The Bible says we have the 

mind of Christ, but exactly 
when is that true, all the 
time, or only when we read 
and trust His written Word?

Answers:

In this passage Paul is speaking 
of the Spirit of God living in us 
and because He does, we have the 
ability to understand life through 
the Holy Spirit of God. When we 
accept Christ as Savior, the Holy 
Spirit joins with our Spirit and 
abides in us, see 1 Corinthians 
2:19. Therefore we receive His 
wisdom, conscience and spiritual 

understanding. We still have 
carnal problems because we live 
in a fallen body, but we have the 
Holy Spirit of God who becomes 
our interpreter for spiritual 
things. We do understand that 
the Holy Spirits leading will be 
stronger or weaker depending 
on if we are seeking Him and 
feeding ourselves through the 
reading of Scripture, prayer, 
assembling together and making 
Him a priority in our lives. So 
the mind of Christ is always with 
us, because when we were born 
again, He took up residence in 
our lives.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

We always have the mind of 
Christ available to our every 
decision before we make it. The 
conveyor of this mind is the 
indwelling Holy Spirit. He is the 
Spirit of Truth and of Jesus. We 
are daily prompted by the Spirit 
to follow and obey the teachings 
of Christ. These prompting a 
come by reading and meditating 

on Scripture, prayer, conscience, 
and the means of grace like 
preaching and Bible Studies and 
also Godly Counsel from elders 
in The Lord.

Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the Nazarene

(Winslow, IN)

There are two places in 
Paul’s writings where the idea of 
having Christ’s mind in us are 
found.  One is 1 Corinthians 
2:16.  It reads as follows:  “For 
who has known the mind of the 
Lord so as to instruct him?” But 
we have the mind of Christ.”  
Read the earlier context, and 
you will see that everyone who 
becomes a believer in Him and 
receives His Holy Spirit has 
something of Jesus’ mind within 
himself.  This means that the 
mentality and “guiding star” of 
that person’s life become Jesus 
and His will. The other passage 
is from Philippians 2 where Paul 
states this famous wish:  Have 
this mind among yourselves, 
which is yours in Christ Jesus 
. . . .”  An examination of the 

context of this sentiment reveals 
that Paul urges one to “look not 
only to his own interests, but also 
to the interests of others.”  Thus 
having Jesus’ mind in us means 
to understand people and the 
world as He does (at least in some 
small way).  It enables us to be 
unselfish (and Jesus certainly was 
that!).  So the idea of the “mind 
of Christ in us” is a metaphor for 
the Spirit of Christ guiding us 
day by day.  Of course regular 
worship, scripture reading, and 
small group studies help us have 
“this mind.” 

Pastoral Assistant, Paul Duerksen
St. Paul United Methodist Church

(Las Cruces, NM)
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You Are the Beloved
John17:23

By Sylvia Gunter

Hear and receive God’s Word 
in John 17:23 NLT. “I in them 
and you in me, all being perfected 
into one. Then the world will 
know… and will understand that 
you love them as much as you 
love me.”

At His baptism and 
transfiguration, your Father 
said to Jesus, “You are the Son 
I love. I am well pleased with 
you” (Mat.3:17; 17:5). It was a 
great affirmation of His love and 
pleasure in His Son. Because 
you are in Him, the Father 
loves you with the same love 
(John 17:23,26). You are God’s 
beloved; that is the most intimate 
truth about you. It has to be 
true, because Jesus said it to His 
Father.

Let these words reverberate 
in you. Be blessed to live from 
the blessing of belovedness, not 
trying to earn it. Hear your 
Father speak to you about His 
deep bonds with you, His deep 
attachment to you with cords of 
unfailing love (Jer 31:3; Hos 11:4). 
Hear Him speak to you about 
trust, faith, and love that is much 
deeper than your mindset of 
survival. Hear Him speak to you 
about your deepest yearnings, 
your wishes, your hopes, and 
your dreams.

The soft voice of your Father 
speaks in the core of your essence: 
you are the beloved. On you 
His favor rests. He sees you as a 
precious being. You are welcome 
to exist. God celebrates your 
existence. Be blessed to know 
how you were infinitely loved 
before you were wounded. That’s 
the truth of your life. There is 
no burden on you to prove you 
are worthy of being loved, of 
being heard, of being respected 
and honored and given dignity. 
Your life is an unceasing “yes” 
to the truth that you are beloved 
because of God’s great love. In 
Him you deserve to be valued.

True legitimacy comes from 
the One who chose you with 
everlasting love. Your Father 
says, “I called you by name from 
the very beginning. You belong 
to me, and I know you as my 
own, and I am yours. You know 
me as your own true Father. I 
molded you in your mother’s 
womb. I carved you in the 
palms of my Son. I hide you in 
the shadow of my embrace. You 
have my infinite tenderness, and 
I care for you intimately. I have 
counted every hair on your head, 
and wherever you go, I go with 
you. Wherever you rest, I keep 
watch. I give you food that will 
satisfy all your hunger and drink 
that will quench all your thirst. 
I will never hide my face from 
you. Nothing will ever separate 
us. Wherever you are, I am. Live 
your life as my redeemed child. 
You can reach out to true inner 
freedom and find it ever more 
fully.”

Say “Yes” to your belovedness. 
His “Yes” is engraved on your 
heart. Rise up to your full stature 
and discover how to fulfill your 
deepest essence of who you are, 
beloved in God your Father and 
kept in His Son. You are accepted 
in the Beloved (Eph 1:6 NKJV).

Be blessed in the name of the 
Beloved Son (Mat.3:17 NKJV).

© 2008 Taken from You 
Are Blessed In The Names 
of God, page 47, by Sylvia 
Gunter. Available at www.
thefathersbusiness.com  An 
audio recording of this blessing 
is available on Blessings From You 
Are Blessed In The Names Of God, 
Volume 2, track 2.

Used by permission of                
www.thefathersbusiness.com

Send info about your 
upcoming events to 
media4him@yahoo.com. Be 
sure to send them several 
weeks in advance of the 
event as The Messenger 
prints every other week. 
Check for other listings online 
at https://hismessenger.
wordpress.com.  

First and Third Thursday of 
each Month

FCCI Meeting – Great 
American Steakburger, 701 
S. Mesa Hills, El Paso, 7:00 
pm – 8:30 pm. For Christian 
business owners who desire 
to run their business to 
glorify the Lord. If you wish 
to attend it would help if you 
RSVP. For more info and to 
RSVP call Cris Green (915) 
252-3655.

Second Thursday of each 
Month

El Paso’s Northeast 
Quilters Guild – Grace 
Presbyterian Church, 8001 
Magnetic, El Paso, 6:30 
pm – 7:00 pm Social and 
Set up time; 7:00 pm – 9:00 
pm Meeting and Program. 
Program to be announced. 

Guests welcome. For more 
info call (915) 494-7977 or 
epnequilters@gmail.com.

One Saturday of each 
Month

Christian Singles Bible 
Study – Christian Singles 
ages 30 to 65 from across 
El Paso meet at 6:00 pm for 
Potluck meal, Bible study 
and fellowship. No child care 
available. The group also 
gets together for other social 
events as they arise. For 
more info, location and date 
of each months meeting call 
Frances at (915) 525-3179.

Sunday, February 19th

Mercy Me Texas Takeover 
– Abraham Chavez Theatre, 
1 Civic Center Plaza, El 
Paso, 7:00 pm. Experience 
the Texas Takeover Tour 
with Mercy Me and special 
guest Micah Tyler in this one 
night only performance. For 
tickets or more info call (915) 
534-0600.

Thursday, March 23rd

Rock & Worship Roadshow 
– Pan American Center, 1810 

E. University Ave. #284, Las 
Cruces, 7:00 pm. The 2017 
show features Steven Curtis 
Chapman, Rend Collective, 
Francesca Battistelli, 
Passion, Family force Five, 
and Jordan Feliz. Just $10 
at the door with VIP tickets 
also available to purchase.

Friday, March 24th

Newsboys Love Riot Tour 
– El Paso County Coliseum, 
4100 E. Paisano, El Paso, 
7:00 pm. Christian rock 
pop band, the Newsboys 
continue to sell out venues 
across the country and El 
Paso is next! The band has 
33 number one hits and 

multiple Dove Awards. For 
more info and tickets call 
(915) 533-9899.

Wednesday, April 26th

Chris Tomlin’s Worship 
Night in America – Don 
Haskins Center, 151 Glory 
Road, El Paso, 7:00 pm. A 
night of worship featuring 
Chris Tomlin and special 
guests Big Daddy Weave, 
Phil Wickham, Zach 
Williams, Mosaic M-S-C and 
guest speaker Jason Barton. 
For more info call (915) 747-
5481.

The Father’s 
Business

There is a God above all,  
Who catches the weak,  
And breaks our fall;  
There is a God above all,  
Who loves us.  
 
There is a God of light  
beyond sight,  
Who watches the lost,  
And seeks ALL hearts;  
There is a God beyond 
comprehension,  
Who finds us.  
 

There is a God over all,  
Who directs our steps,  
And guides our dreams;  
There is a God over all,  
Who is our peace.  
 
There is a God above all,  
Who knows our names,  
And strengthens true 
faith; 
There is a God above all, 
Who loves us.

GOD ABOVE ALL
By Jeffrey Pollock



There’s No
Off-Season
For Saving Money.

There’s No
Off-Season

Get a quote today.

Check out your local El Paso
GEICO office to see what
savings are in store this season.

915-779-2489
6600 Montana Avenue
geico.com/elpaso

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO
companies. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington,
D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2017. © 2017 GEICO

Avon Valentine's
Day Sale

Avon Valentine's
Day Sale

We have gifts for your Sweetheart.
Come in for all your 

Valentine’s Day
needs

Gift Baskets, gifts, products, and prizes!
Free gift with $20 purchase

Open 10am - 4pm • Monday to Saturday

9904 Dyer


