
By Whitney Hopler 

The inauguration of a new U.S. president is a 
ceremony that’s historically known for its dignified 
grace. Prayers seek God’s guidance. Speeches pay 
tribute to our nation. Concerts, balls, and a parade 
celebrate with pageantry. Our country’s new leader 
places his hand on a Bible while taking the solemn 
oath of office vow to serve faithfully. Inauguration Day 
2017 plans call for many of those graceful activities to 
happen when President-elect Donald Trump becomes 
President Trump. 

But beyond the official festivities, a culture of 
disgrace is exploding throughout the United States. 
Americans are divided over Trump’s presidency after 
a close and hostile election process. Many people 
on both sides are speaking out about the political 
controversy through disgraceful words and behaviors 
that are deepening that divide. Christians can give 
Americans hope during this crucial time in our history 
by countering that culture with grace.

God’s grace has unique power to communicate hope 
to people. Yet all too often, its message gets drowned 
out by the relentless shouting back and forth in our 
culture – especially now, when Trump’s presidency is 
igniting a daily firestorm on social media and sparking 
protests like the Women’s March on Washington that’s 
planned for the day after his inauguration. 

Trump himself often jumps into the fray, speaking 
comments and tweeting messages that fan the flames 
of controversy. Other public figures, like Hollywood 
celebrities, do the same. Actress Meryl Streep made 
headlines recently by speaking out against our nation’s 
current culture of disgrace at the Golden Globe 
Awards. Streep was calling for a change toward 
grace, observing that “Disrespect invites disrespect. 
Violence incites violence.” Yet her speech still ended 
up provoking more hostility in our culture wars.

In his farewell address, President Obama pleaded 
with Americans to choose graceful, positive responses 
to issues that upset them. “Understand, democracy 
does not require uniformity,” he said. “Our founders 
quarreled and compromised, and expected us to do 
the same. But they knew that democracy does require 
a basic sense of solidarity – the idea that for all our 
outward differences, we are all in this together; that 
we rise or fall as one.”

God calls Christians to be role models of grace in any 
situation. So no matter what we think about Trump or 
any other political leader, we have a responsibility to 
choose graceful words and actions in our lives. Doing 
so will inspire others to stop and think about why 
grace is important – and that can lead many seekers 
to discover relationships with Christ for themselves.

Here are five reasons why this inauguration shows 
our need for grace:

1. Negative choices only lead to more negativity. 
Simply going along with the crowd to express 

hostility doesn’t actually bring any positive change; 
it only fuels more negativity. When something we 
hear or see on the news disturbs us, we can’t afford to 
simply react with negativity, because doing that will 
cost us our credibility. 

A far better approach is to follow the Bible’s advice 
to “take captive every thought to make it obedient to 
Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). We can do so by asking 
the Holy Spirit to give us self-control so we can stop 
and think about how to respond wisely when we’re 
upset. We can also cooperate with the Spirit’s process 
of renewing our minds by switching our focus from 
what’s negative to what’s positive.

 2. Positive choices reveal blessings and 
reflect the Gospel. 

The more positive choices we make, the more we 
notice what’s good in our lives and in our nation. 
Training our minds to think about “whatever is true, 
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable… excellent 
or praiseworthy” (Philippians 4:8) will bring our 
attention to blessings from God that we wouldn’t see 
with minds clouded by negativity. 
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Monday - $2 off Green Chili Cheese Steakburger

Tuesday - $2 off Ribeye Steak Sandwich
Wednesday - $2 off Top Sirloin Platter
Thursday - $2 off Kobe Steakburger

Friday - $2 off 12 ounce Regular Ribeye
Saturday - $2 off Grilled Salmon Platter

Sunday - $2 off 10 ounce New York Platter

Only at:
701 S. Mesa Hills

one block east of Sunland Park Mall on Mesa Hills

(915) 585-7873



There’s always something 
good happening, for which 
we can be grateful – both in 
our country and in our own 
lives. When we look for good 
news and celebrate it, we also 
inspire others to learn more 
about Jesus, whose Gospel 
message literally means “good 
news.”

3. Americans need to 
know that faith in Jesus 
transcends politics. 

The deep political divide 
in our nation right now 
stands in stark contrast to 
the unity that Jesus calls 
his believers to model for 
others. Many Americans 
have gotten confused about 
Christianity in light of this, 
mixing faith and politics. But 
Jesus is far greater than any 
political party, platform, or 
candidate. 

Rather than judging 
anyone’s faith based on his 
or her political views, we can 
focus on what Jesus says in 
Mark 12:30-31 matters most: 
love. As we devote ourselves 

wholeheartedly to loving 
God and others, we’ll send 
the right message about Jesus 
to people who are curious 
about him.

4. Our country will 
make progress when we 
start to learn from each 
other. 

No matter how much we 
want to get our opinions across 
to others, simply shouting at 
each other back and forth will 
prevent progress. However, 
by choosing to talk less and 
listen more, we will open up 
real conversations with each 
other about our differing 
political views. 

As James 1:19-20 advises: 
“My dear brothers and 
sisters, take note of this: 
Everyone should be quick to 
listen, slow to speak and slow 
to become angry, because 
human anger does not bring 
about the righteousness that 
God desires.” Following 
that advice will defuse anger 
and inspire respect and 
understanding – making it 
possible for us to learn from 
each other.  

5. Grace empowers us 
to change. 

Real, lasting change for 
the better on any issue that 
our country deals with can 
only happen through grace. 
As the Apostle Paul reminds 
us in 2 Corinthians 12:9, God 
says, “‘My grace is sufficient 
for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness.’ 
Therefore I will boast all 
the more gladly about my 
weaknesses, so that Christ’s 
power may rest on me.” 

All Americans struggle 
with weaknesses of some kind 
– but God’s grace enables us 
to overcome those weaknesses 
and move forward well. By 
relying on God’s grace day 
by day, we can experience 
God’s power flowing through 
us to bring about the changes 
we hope to see. We can take 
action with confidence that 
God will empower us as we 
work for change. So speak up, 
show up, and serve our nation 
with your time and talents, 
trusting God to use your 
efforts for good purposes.

This inauguration presents 
a valuable opportunity 
for Christians to show a 
watching world why grace is 
so important. So let’s make 
the most of it! As one of our 
most respected presidents 
– Abraham Lincoln – 
famously said in his first 
inaugural address: “We are 
not enemies, but friends. We 
must not be enemies. Though 
passion may have strained, it 
must not break our bonds of 
affection. The mystic chords 
of memory will swell when 
again touched, as surely they 
will be, by the better angels of 
our nature.” 

Whitney Hopler is a 
contributing writer for 
Crosswalk.com.

Originally appeared on 
Crosswalk.com.

Used by permission of 
Crosswalk.com

ATTN: Individuals, businesses, churches, 
small groups, and schools you can get involved 
and help Rescue Ministries of Mexico in a small 
way throughout 2017. Many seek mission outreach 
opportunities in other countries – this is a project 
you can participate in easily, inexpensively AND 
if you wish can easily visit those you are helping 
throughout the year if you have a passport.

We will post a focus each month of much 
needed items for Rescue Ministries’ orphanage 
in Juarez. Businesses, churches, and schools can 
post the monthly focus in heavily trafficked areas 
and ask that people participate. Have a collection 
point for any items donated.  At the end of each 

month Rescue staff can pick up items, or you can 
drop them off.

No one can do everything – but we each can do 
something. Follow the monthly Focus, purchase 
one or more items from the list each month – and 
you will have helped greatly by the end of the 
year.

While there will be a specific Focus each 
month, food items, new and gently used clothing 
and household items, and monetary donations are 
always needed and welcomed.

Office location:  1420 Bessemer Drive, Suite D, 
El Paso. Drop off hours 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. If you 
wish items to be picked up call (915) 599-8707    

Video Rentals - Family/Christian
House of Prayer Every Thursday 7 - 9 PM

Call (575) 521-3811 for more info
2645 Missouri Suite 5

http://www.revivalfire.clearcheckout.com
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(915) 599-8707 • 1420 Bessemer Dr., Ste. D, El Paso, TX 79936

Serves and shelters children, teens and adults all ages
that are abused, neglected, abandoned or orphaned.

RESCUE MINISTRIES OF MEXICO

Thanks for supporting us!
Donate Now at:

www.Rescue Ministries Of Mexico.org

Find us on  
facebook

All donations are tax deductible.
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This issue prints and begins 
distributing on the evening of 
the Presidential Inauguration. 
Thus, the purpose of the story 
on the cover. Regardless of 
if you are a Republican or 
Democrat, or voted for Donald 
Trump or not – I hope that 
everyone will be praying for 
our President, Congress and 
Senate. Whether we agree 
with them or not – they need 
our prayers for guidance, and 
safety.

****

I hope you’ll all pay 
close attention to the GET 
INVOLVED box at the upper 
right side of this page. Rescue 
Ministries of Mexico is a non-
profit that survives on donations 
to support an orphanage, teen 
shelter, elderly shelter and men’s 
rehab facility in Juarez as well 
as an orphanage in Madera, 
MX. All those in their facilities 
are either abandoned, abused, 
or otherwise unable to help and 
provide for themselves. We are 
so blessed, even those of us who 
believe ourselves poor. We have 
our homes, with heat in the 
winter, cool air in the summer; 
running water, food in the 
fridge and pantry. Because of 
Rescue Ministries the people 
they help have these things 
also, but they can’t provide 
for so many without our help. 
Please pray about how you can 
help – and plan to get involved 

and donate items from the 
list that will be provided each 
month.

****

Precious Heavenly Father – 
Thank You for Your love, 

mercy and grace. For always 
being there for us and with us 
through all of life’s trials and 
struggles.

Father I lift up our new 
President and all our leaders. 
I pray for guidance in all they 
do as they govern our Nation. 
I pray they will seek Your will 
and follow as You lead them. I 
pray safety over all our leaders 
and their families. I lift up this 
great country of ours Father 
and thank You that we get to 
live in this home of the free 
and the brave! Protect our 
country, our people. I pray that 
things will get better, that more 
businesses will open, more jobs 
will be created and our Nation 
can become more prosperous. I 
hope so much there will be less 
homelessness, that there will be 
more help for those who can’t 
help themselves. Father I pray 
You touch the lives of those 
who need jobs, homes, medical 
attention, etc. Provide their 
needs.

I lift up The Messenger 
Father and ask that You lead 
me to those who are able to and 
would be willing to support 
through their advertising.

In Jesus Name,
AMEN

GET INVOLVED 2017
January Focus: Cleaning Supplies

Laundry & dish soap, Fabuloso, bleach, Windex, powder & spray cleansers such as 
Comet and spic & Span, paper towels, etc. Anything that can be used to clean.



Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with the 
others on The Messenger’s blog site at 
http://hismessenger.wordpress.com. If 
you are a Christian Leader and would 
like to be considered to join this panel – 
OR - if you have a question you would 
like answered by Christian Leaders, 
please email your contact information 
to media4him@yahoo.com. 

Question:
After years of regular 

church attendance, due to 
many circumstances my 
family gradually stopped 
attending at all for nearly 
a year.  A few months ago I 
was determined we would 
recommit. My husband and 
youngest child were on board 
and has joined me at church 
each week. But we struggle 
with our teenage son who 
once was the first out the 
door for church activities. 
We hate going without him, 
but he causes such an uproar 
on Sunday mornings we hate 
to force him and have him be 
disruptive. How do we get 
him involved and interested 
again? Is it more damaging 
to leave him out, or to force 
him to attend? If he is forced 
we’re afraid he will turn 
against God completely 
and never be open to His 
teaching.

Answers:

The parent with the best 
communication relationship 
should talk with your son and 
simply ask why he refuses 
to attend?  Perhaps, he is 
embarrassed to just show up 
again.  Was he accepted by the 
youth before?  Was he ridiculed, 
even accidently?  Is there a teen 
or adult who could call and 
reconnect with your son?  We 
should assemble with the saints 
because we love the Lord and 
want to grow spiritually, but the 
spiritually immature often need 
a personal connection to feel as 
if they “belong.” 

Charles Clodfelter, Evangelist
Church of Christ Eastwood

(El Paso, TX)

My answer may shock 
you.  Regular attendance by 
teenagers is often sporadic.  Even 
in families where the parents 
are Christian and when those 
parents have raised their children 
as Christians.   It is part of the 
rebellious stage adolescents all 
go through.  You are right that 
to press the matter and make a 
scene can drive them away from 
Christianity and the Church.  I 
have seen it happen.  Just go slow, 
make worship available to them, 
and continue to invite them 
from time to time.  In particular 
invite your adolescent child to 

those church events (indoor or 
outdoor) where food is involved.  
Teenagers love to eat!  There 
are Christian singers and bands 
that come to our area pretty 
often.  Offer to take your child 
to a concert. (Casting Crowns 
has been in the area recently.)  
Sometimes when your teen hears 
a preaching challenge from one 
of these bands they respond 
more readily.  Sometimes that 
can be the spark to get them 
back in a Christian worshiping 
community (I’ve seen it happen!)  
And if you choose this option, let 
them invite a friend (and pay for 
the friend’s ticket).  Don’t forget 
the recent Christian movies that 
have come out in the last twenty 
years (since the Sherwood Baptist 
Church produced “Fly Wheel” 
back in 2003.  Whenever a new 
one comes out, take your teens!      

Pastoral Assistant, Paul Duerksen
 St. Paul United Methodist Church

(Las Cruces, NM)

There is no easy answer to 
the question as to why children 
do not want to attend church. 
Every person is different, so our 
approach to each child is different. 
It appears communication is 
needed because something has 
changed. There may have been a 
bad experience at church, maybe 
there are no other teenagers or 
teens that your son may have 
issues with. There might be 

something that has changed his 
attitude, such as habits, games, 
or people that he is spending time 
with. Until you find out what has 
caused his negative feeling, it is 
hard to know what decision to 
make. Maybe there is a youth 
leader or person who he respects 
that might be able to encourage 
him. But don’t give up and don’t 
give in because his spiritual 
future is in the balance. I suggest 
fasting and prayer asking God to 
give you spiritual insight where 
your son is concerned. 

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

After a year of not being in church 
he has lost his interest. To him, 
attending church is irrelevant to 
his needs. He can be saved and not 
attend church. He is reacting to 
you because you made the choice 
yourself a year ago. You need 
to humble yourself and ask his 
forgiveness for the action you took 
last year. Give him time to come 
around. One thing may be true in 
this situation: he now believes he 
can make his own decision about 
church. Pray that the Holy Spirit 
will stir his heart. Read Psalm 51 
and cry out to God for him and for 
you.

Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the Nazarene

(Winslow, IN)
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Intimacy With God - Psalm 
25:14; Genesis 3:18 

Hear God’s Word to you 
in Psalm 25:14. “The LORD 
confides in those who fear him; 
he makes his covenant known to 
them.” And in Genesis 3:8. “Then 
the man and his wife heard the 
sound of the Lord God as he was 
walking in the garden in the cool 
of the day.” 

God wants to walk with you 
and talk with you. Welcome Him 
to come into the garden of your 
heart and fellowship with Him... 
no books, no Bible, no sermon, no 
ritual, no expectations, no agenda. 
Just be, spending time with Him. 
Be free of chains of expectation 
or performance in worship. Your 
Father’s heart will minister to you, 
and you will respond in adoration. 
Be blessed to be filled with new 
worship that is deeply satisfying 
to God and that exceeds all your 
previous definitions of “good 
worship.” 

Be blessed in your time with 
the living God as you are spirit-to-
Spirit with Him. Be in touch with 
the Spirit so that you enter into 
new communion. Hear the sounds 
of heaven as you fellowship with 
Him in intimacy. Let Him touch 
you deeply. Experience love, trust, 
and deep emotional satisfaction 
in Him. Intimate friendship with 
God is reserved for those who are 
crazy about Him. Be free to know 
your First Love and to come into 
harmony with Him. Nothing 
compares with intimacy with Him 
in richness and beauty when you 
meet Him in surrender and wait 
on Him in faith, hope, and love. 

God confided in Abraham 
and Moses. He called them 
His friends. Christ said to the 
disciples, “You are my friends,” 
and He says to you, “You are my 
friends if you obey my Father’s 
commandments.” Friendship with 
God is cultivated by authenticity 
in loving obedience. You were 
designed to live in friendship with 
Him and share your life with Him. 
Claim your friendship with God 
by coming boldly to His throne of 
grace. Since friendship is mutual, 
you give to Him, even as He meets 
the needs of the depths of your 
being. 

John 1:14 says that Jesus the 
Word “became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us.” His presence 
is your true home. Sit on His lap, 
feel His arms around you, listen to 
His voice, hear His heartbeat. Fall 
in love with Him. Be bathed in His 
love and experience His presence. 
Your true identity is beloved of 
God, not worker for Him. Know 
Him intimately, and relentlessly 
pursue Him with steadfast hunger 
for more. Live with humility of 
heart before Him, and ascribe 
“worth-ship” to Him. Reflect Him 
in your life. 

John 1:14 also says, “We have 
seen his glory, the glory of the One 
and Only, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth.” See 
His glory that Jesus brought from 
His Father. Receive the fullness of 
His grace and truth. 

Be blessed in the name of the 
One and Only ( John 1:14).

©2008 Taken from You 
Are Blessed in the Names 
of God, page 118, by Sylvia 
Gunter. Available at www.
thefathersbusiness.com An 
archive of past devotionals is 
available on the website.

Used by permission of 
www.thefathersbusiness.com

Send info about your 
upcoming events to 
media4him@yahoo.com. 
Be sure to send them 
several weeks in advance 
of the event as The 
Messenger prints every 
other week. Check for other 
listings online at https://
hismessenger.wordpress.
com.  

First and Third Thursday 
of each Month

FCCI Meeting – Great 
American Steakburger, 
701 S. Mesa Hills, El Paso, 
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm. For 
Christian business owners 
who desire to run their 
business to glorify the 
Lord. If you wish to attend 
it would help if you RSVP. 
For more info and to RSVP 
call Cris Green (915) 252-
3655.

Second Thursday of each 
Month

El Paso’s Northeast 
Quilters Guild – Grace 
Presbyterian Church, 8001 
Magnetic, El Paso, 6:30 
pm – 7:00 pm Social and 
Set up time; 7:00 pm – 9:00 
pm Meeting and Program. 
Program to be announced. 
Guests welcome. For more 
info call (915) 494-7977 or 
epnequilters@gmail.com.

One Saturday of each 
Month

Christian Singles Bible 
Study – Christian Singles 
ages 30 to 65 from across 
El Paso meet at 6:00 pm 
for Potluck meal, Bible 
study and fellowship. No 
child care available. The 
group also gets together 
for other social events 

as they arise. For more 
info, location and date 
of each months meeting 
call Frances at (915) 525-
3179.

Saturday, January 28th

“Becoming the Gospel” 
Ladies’ Day 2017 – 
Westside Church of Christ, 
100 Crestmont Drive, 
El Paso, 8:30 am – 1:00 
pm. This will be a time of 
worship, singing, prayer 
and scripture featuring 
Judy Siburt of Abiline, TX. 
For more info call (915) 
584-9475.

Sunday, January 29th

The GOSPEL Mix – Hilton 
Garden Inn, 6650 Gateway 
Blvd. East, El Paso, 3:00 
pm – 7:00 pm. An event 
filled with music, fun & 
fellowship for the whole 
family. Network with 
the local Gospel music 
community. Share your 
talent ministry of song, 
dance, poetry and more. 
Tickets are $15 OR $10 
plus 3 canned good items. 
For more info call (972) 
302-6253.

Wednesday, February 4th

God Gave Me You Couples 
Banquet – Grace Christian 
Center, 820 N. Raynor, 6:00 
pm. Banquet sponsored by 
Teen Challenge. Ralph and 
Norma Molina, authors of 
“Touched by Uncommon 
Favor” will be Guest 
Speakers. Must RSVP to 
reserve space. For more 
info and to RSVP call 
(915) 566-1197 or email 
teenchallenge.ept@gmail.
com.

Sunday, February 19th

Mercy Me Texas Takeover 
– Abraham Chavez Theatre, 
1 Civic Center Plaza, El 
Paso, 7:00 pm. Experience 
the Texas Takeover Tour 
with Mercy Me and special 
guest Micah Tyler in this one 
night only performance. 
For tickets or more info call 
(915) 534-0600.

Thursday, March 23rd

Rock & Worship 
Roadshow – Pan American 
Center, 1810 E. University 
Ave. #284, Las Cruces, 
7:00 pm. The 2017 show 
features Steven Curtis 

Chapman, Rend Collective, 
Francesca Battistelli, 
Passion, Family force Five, 
and Jordan Feliz. Just $10 
at the door with VIP tickets 
also available to purchase.

Friday, March 24th

Newsboys Love Riot Tour 
– El Paso County Coliseum, 
4100 E. Paisano, El Paso, 
7:00 pm. Christian rock 
pop band, the Newsboys 
continue to sell out venues 
across the country and El 
Paso is next! The band has 
33 number one hits and 
multiple Dove Awards. For 
more info and tickets call 
(915) 533-9899.

The Father’s 
Business

We will care for our Residents just like we would 
care for our own Father and Mother.

 www.al.bartletthealth.com
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Get a quote today.
Let everyone be subject to 

the governing authorities, for 
there is no authority except 

that which God has 
established. The authorities 
that exist have been estab-

lished by God.  

Romans 13:1

Let everyone be subject to 
the governing authorities, for 
there is no authority except 

that which God has 
established. The authorities 

that exist have been 
established by God.  

Romans 13:1


