
By Jenna Foix

It was Saturday February 18th I woke up to a text 
message that said “have you ever done something you 
knew was wrong but knew it was the right choice?” I 
didn’t immediately put this together. I asked “uhm….
like what?” She said “please don’t judge me, I already 
hate myself”. Once I read that it came to me, she had 
an abortion.

I met her in 2012. We were both military wives 
and ended up as neighbors on post. I introduced 
myself to her with a bag of fresh baked cookies. Over 
time our friendship grew and she became more like a 
sister to me. She later became pregnant with her first 
baby and I just loved sharing in the experience with 
her. Since it was her first she had lots of questions for 
me as I already had two. When the time came I was 
one of the first to know when her water broke and 
the baby was coming. She let me attend her birth 
and I watched her princess enter the world. I was 
smitten with her. She was like a niece to me. I loved 
babysitting her and trying to help my friend as much 
as possible. I’ve been a mom for the first time before 
and needed a lot of help then. 
I gave all the advice and help 
I could and tried to be the 
friend I knew I’d want. Sadly, 
six months later my friend 
and her husband divorced 
and she moved back to her 
home state. Shortly after they 
moved away we also moved 
away. We’ve always kept in 
touch through text, phone 
calls and Facebook. She’s 
since had another baby, a 
boy, now one . Her daughter 
(the little girl I watched be 
born) is now four.

I said, “Please don’t tell me 
you had an abortion?” She 
replied, “Not yet.” Not yet, 
ok, good. There’s a chance 
here.

I was pro-life, per 
se, my entire life. I 
LOOOOOOOVED babies, 
always had. But I was not 
ACTIVELY pro-life. I didn’t REALLY know what 
being pro-life was. To me people made their choices, 
lived their lives and it was none of my business. All 
I knew was abortion was never something I would 
do. October 19th 2005. I had a miscarriage.  The 
grief, oh my gosh the grief. It was heartbreaking. All 
the things a woman’s body goes through after a term 
birth, the body goes through even after a miscarriage. 
This makes the grief even harder. One day after my 
loss I thought “I can’t imagine if I had chosen this 
how much worse I would feel”. How could it be any 
worse? I’m a curious person so I started reading about 
miscarriages and sadly, miscarriage and abortion 
are often linked in the cyber world. This led me to a 
Youtube video of a live abortion. I nearly threw up 
on my computer. I had my first panic attack. I was 
shaking, sweating and sick to my stomach.  I’ve never 

been the same “pro-life” person I was since. I speak 
out, I inform and anyone that has known me a day 
knows I’m pro-life, like REALLY pro-life. She wrote 
me knowing my stance. She needed me. She needed 
God’s words. She needed love.

She told me she had an appointment for Monday, 
two days away, but it was just to fill out paper work, 
get an ultrasound and then schedule the abortion. I 
spent the next two days crying, praying, talking to 
her about adoption, informing her of pregnancy help 
centers in her area, sending out prayer requests at 
my church, Facebook messages, with other prolife 
advocates and researching ways I could adopt her 
baby. I tried to get her to cancel that appointment, but 
she didn’t. She was lost, torn and vulnerable. She had 
two kids already, she was basically alone in raising 
them and doesn’t have a well paying job. I wished I 
was there. I looked up flights hoping I’d magically be 
able to go there. If I was there I could keep her from 
going to that appointment and personally get her to 
a pregnancy help center. She would get real help and 
a truthful ultrasound there. If only she’d go. At $900 
for a round trip ticket it just wasn’t possible for me to 

fly to her.
February 20th she went to her appointment.  They 

did an ultrasound, she was five weeks. They told her 
there was no heartbeat and she’d “probably have a 
miscarriage anyway”. From experience I know if 
the machines are old they cannot detect a heartbeat 
that early; but at five weeks the baby’s heart is 
beating. They discouraged her, by telling her she’d 
‘probably have a miscarriage anyway’ to encourage 
an abortion. She told me the abortion was scheduled 
for that coming Friday.

I continued to fight for this child’s life. I prayed and 
asked others to continue praying. I pleaded with her 
to look into other options. I cried every day off and 
on. I shared with her God’s words and asked God to 
help me only speak his will to her. I didn’t want to 
push her toward the death of her baby. I wanted to 

lead her to life with love. And I could only do that 
with God leading my way. Thursday evening I asked 
her what time her appointment was, she told me 9:50 
a.m. I wanted to know so that I could be sure I was 
praying. Maybe she would be one of those that leaves 
the clinic. After all, God is capable of anything. It 
could happen.

Friday came. At 9:18 a.m my time (I’m an hour 
behind her) I texted her, “Are you there?” about a 
half hour later she responded, “Yeah, it’s already 
done.”

A week I prayed for the life of this baby. Every 
day for a week I cried for the life of this baby. Every 
day I talked to her, informed her on ALL of her 
options and lead her to many places that would help 
her raise this child. Every day I reminded her that I 
would raise this baby and she could see it whenever 
she wanted; pictures, videos, I even offered to fly to 
her once a year with her baby in tow at my expense. 
I did EVERYTHING I possibly could. Everything. 
I asked, “God, why wasn’t it enough? How did this 
STILL happen with so many people praying?”

After the news God spoke to me in several ways, 

reminding me how this could still happen. Free will. 
Ultimately, no matter the prayers, no matter the signs 
he gives, we each have free will. God is able, God 
can give signs, but if we aren’t willing to see them, if 
our eyes are shut and our hearts are stone we will not 
choose his way and that is our free will. It isn’t God 
not working. It is the lost believing every word satan 
says to bring us to the pits of his hell.

It was still hard. I cried a lot that day. I mourned. I 
didn’t know how I could still talk to her. I didn’t know 
what to say to her. After that message from her at 9:47 
a.m. I said nothing back for several hours. I honestly 
had nothing nice to say, and the last thing I wanted 
to do was be the sinner I am and hurt her further. 
I wanted to, but God. God would not want me to 
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be that way. I was mad at her. 
I thought so much the entire 
day. How do I continue to be 
her friend? How do I still love 
her? How do I not think of this 
every time I talk to her now? 
How do I forget that a child 
has been killed? If I forgive her 
I am only condoning what she 
did. I can’t do that.

That night I opened up 
my devotional app and this 
is what it said. “May you be 
strengthened with all power, 
according to his glorious 

might, for all endurance and 
patience with joy.” Colossians 
1:11 ESV It continued, “We 
can’t focus on the good with 
unforgiveness in our hearts.” 
“God sees and he knows when 
you have unforgiveness and 
resentment in your heart, he 
won’t release his grace until 
you release your unforgiveness. 
It’s time to let go of the hurt 
and disappointment you’ve 
been holding onto. It’s not 
worth your relationship with 
God and it’s not worth your 
relationship with those you 
care about.”

Whoa!!! He always speaks 
to me when I NEED him to. 
I still love her. I forgive her 
because it is not my place to 
condemn her. I hate what she 
chose, but, I don’t hate her.  I 
was given an opportunity. To 
speak his word, to share truth, 
to fight for life. To forgive 
someone when it was really 
hard to. God is always at work, 
no matter the outcome.

ATTN: Individuals, businesses, churches, 
small groups, and schools you can get 
involved and help Rescue Ministries of 
Mexico in a small way throughout 2017. 
Many seek mission outreach opportunities 
in other countries – this is a project you can 
participate in easily, inexpensively AND if 
you wish can easily visit those you are helping 
throughout the year if you have a passport.

We will post a focus each month of 
much needed items for Rescue Ministries’ 
orphanage in Juarez. Businesses, churches, 
and schools can post the monthly focus in 
heavily trafficked areas and ask that people 
participate. Have a collection point for any 
items donated.  At the end of each month 

Rescue staff can pick up items, or you can 
drop them off.

No one can do everything – but we each 
can do something. Follow the monthly 
Focus, purchase one or more items from the 
list each month – and you will have helped 
greatly by the end of the year.

While there will be a specific Focus 
each month, food items, new and gently 
used clothing and household items, and 
monetary donations are always needed and 
welcomed.

Office location:  1420 Bessemer Drive, 
Suite D, El Paso. Drop off hours 8:00 am to 
5:00 pm. If you wish items to be picked up 
call (915) 599-8707    

I just didn’t have it in me 
to write a column. I came 
across the below article, and 
it spoke to me. Rather than 
“one of those kinda days,” 
as he explains – for me, “one 
of those kinda few weeks” so 
far. It’s been rough. I lost the 
largest, long term advertiser, 
which means there isn’t enough 
revenue to cover expenses. I 
am working over a hundred 
hours a week now at various 
jobs to try to keep this going. 
I am exhausted, weary, and 
fearful. I realize these aren’t 
of God – and am struggling 
to get past it. Because of this, I 
felt it best to forgo my column 
for this article instead. Please 
keep me and The Messenger 
in your prayers. I KNOW 
there are people out there that 
God is calling to support this 
ministry. Please call and place 
your ads today to assure we 
can continue to reach others 
for Christ.

***
Finding Hope in 
Hopeless Days

By Jason Soroski

Today is starting off as one 
of ‘those’ days. You know what 
I mean. Days when the odds 
seem to be solidly stacking 
against you, leaving little 
room for hope as you strive 
to jump through the required 
hoops, only to find more hoops 
waiting on the other side, with 
no end in sight. Days when 
the needs are great and the 
resources to fill the needs are...
not as great. Days when all 
the cars need some work, the 
spirit needs some work, and it 
would be great to just have a 
do-over and start this whole 
thing from another angle.

Days like this can be best 
summed up as playing a game 
of whack-a-mole without a 
mallet. On these days that it 

feels like I am just standing here 
watching the moles pop up and 
taunt me until I finally make a 
clumsy attempt to beat a few 
down with the back of my fist, 
ending up with nothing but a 
bruised hand. Accomplishing 
nothing, spinning my wheels, 
looking for a sign of hope.

Yep, today is one of those 
days.

It is on days like this that 
my mind eventually makes it 
way to Lamentations 3.

Verses 21 -23 are the best 
known verses of this chapter, 
and are certainly encouraging 
words,”Yet this I call to mind 
and therefore I have hope: 22 
Because of the Lord’s great 
love we are not consumed, for 
his compassions never fail. 23 
They are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness”.

Great is Your faithfulness.  
There’s even a song about that, 
but on some days I’m just not 
feeling it. That’s why context 
is so important. What makes 
verses 21-23 truly encouraging 
to me is that they follow verses 
1-20:

“I am the man who has seen 
affliction” (v.1)

“darkness rather than light” 
(v.2)

“He has made my skin and 
my flesh grow old and has 
broken my bones.” (v.4)

“bitterness and hardship” 
(v. 5)

“like those long dead” (v.6)
“I cannot escape” (v.7)
“he shuts out my prayer” 

(v.8)
You get the idea, so we’ll 

stop there. Truth is, this pretty 
much describes how I feel on 
‘one of those days.’  Maybe I’m 
being a bit melodramatic, but 
in the moment that realize we 
feel lost and helpless, these are 
the emotions that quickly well 
up and seem to block out hope. 
And without hope we truly are 
lost. 

Yet this I call to mind.  And 
therefore I have hope.

Today is one of those days. 
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Today is starting out as a v. 1-20 
kinda day.  And that is alright, 
as long as it swings around to 
being a verse 21-23 kinda day, 
because that is the turning 
point of the chapter, and that 
is the turning point of a lousy 
day. What makes the change? 
The knowledge that God is 
good, and our circumstances 
are not the end.  Jesus told us 
that, “in me you may have 
peace. In this world you will 
have trouble. But take heart! 
I have overcome the world.” 
( John 16:33). This is exactly the 
kind of reassurance that gets us 
through these rough days.

After this declaration, there 
is a marked turn in the chapter. 
The verses that come after this 
climax of hope at verses 21-23 
sound much different than the 
one before: 

“The Lord is my portion, 
therefore I will wait for him.” 
(v.24)

“The Lord is good to those 
whose hope is in Him” (v.25)

“For no one is cast off by 
the Lord forever” (v.31)

“he will show compassion, 
so great is his unfailing love.” 
(v.32)

“I called on your name, 
Lord, from the depths of the 
pit. 56 You heard my plea” 
(v.55-56)

“You came near when I 
called on you and you said, 
‘Do not fear!’” (v.57)

“You, Lord, took up my 
case; you redeemed my life.” 
(v.58) 

You get the idea, so we’ll 
stop there. Ultimately, God 
does not stop bad things from 
happening to good people. 
Sometimes they are a result of 
our own decisions, sometimes 
not, but that is just part of 
living this life on earth. On 
those days when things seem 
out of our control, that is 
probably because they are. Yet 
we have hope, because we are 
assured that He is still in full 
control. Whatever this day 
holds in store, I’m determined 
to look at it through the lens of 
hope that is promised even in 
the most difficult of situations. 
God is good. God is love. God 
is peace, God is kindness, 
God is goodness mercy and 
compassion.

This I call to mind.  And 
therefore I have hope.    

As a writer and musician, Jason 
Soroski strives to communicate in a 
way that is insightful, meaning ful, 
relevant, and mindful of the small 
things that we may otherwise 
overlook in our everyday lives. He 
effectively taps into his experiences as 
a worship pastor, classroom teacher, 
husband, and homeschooling father 
of five to relate poignant stories from 
real-life experiences. Jason holds 
an M.Ed. from Missouri Baptist 
University, has been featured in 
various print and web publications, 
and currently resides in Houston, 
TX. Read more from Jason at his 
blog The Way I See It.

Originally appeared on 
Crosswalk.com.  Used by permission 
of Crosswalk.com



Questions are sent to 42 Christian 
Leaders and all that respond by 
deadline are published. Those that 
come in late will be included with the 
others on The Messenger’s blog site 
at http://hismessenger.wordpress.
com. If you are a Christian Leader 
and would like to be considered to 
join this panel – OR - if you have a 
question you would like answered by 
Christian Leaders, please email your 
contact information to media4him@
yahoo.com. 

Question:
A new hot button came 

up at youth group, and 
we are hoping for adult 
insight. We are told that 
as Christians we are 
forgiven, and as such our 
sins are forgotten, cast 
as far as east from west. 
This week in group the 
scriptures in Luke 8:17 
and Luke 12:2-3 were 
discussed. These discuss 
secrets we have being 
brought to light for all to 
know. Isn’t this making all 
aware of each of our sins? 
In that, it seems sins were 
not forgotten, so possibly 
not forgiven? If God truly 
forgives and forgets, why 

would he feel it necessary 
to embarrass and hurt us 
by making all our secrets 
and sins known to all? 
What insight can you give 
us?

Answers:
This is a passage that does 

not speak to believers as much 
as it speaks to the people who 
are playing church. Jesus 
in the verse prior had been 
speaking to the hypocrisy of 
the Pharisees when He spake 
concerning their motives. They 
were religious on the outside 
but spiritually dead on the 
inside. They appeared to be 
righteous but were not. So Jesus 
is saying that on the judgment 
day for the lost, nothing will be 
hidden and all of mans motives 
and desires will be made plane 
and judgment will be based 
on these. He did this so the 
Pharisees would understand 
their sins would not be made 
public. Jesus was not speaking 
to sins of the redeemed that 
have been forgiven These 
sins of believers will not be 
mentioned when we receive our 
rewards from Jesus. Believers 
are not judged for sin, but are 

given rewards on judgment 
day, based upon the works and 
service we have given to Jesus. 
I hope this helps.

Pastor Brooke Davis
First Southern Baptist Church

(Greenup, IL)

Technically of course God 
never forgets anything!  When 
one finds a passage such as 
Isaiah 43:25 or Jeremiah 31:34 
(which both have the prophet 
claiming God will remember 
one’s sins no more) it just means 
the day will eventually come 
when God will no longer hold 
His people accountable for the 
sins they have committed.  Luke 
8:17 is found in the middle of 
a number of disparate sayings 
of Jesus by which the Lord is 
reminding us nothing we do or 
say is lost to the sight of God 
(so we’d had better watch it!  
Right??).  Seriously the Lord 
there is simply referring to the 
omniscience of God and how 
he will recall and consider such 
things at the final judgement of 
all human beings who remain 
unredeemed.  Luke 12:1-3 is a 
related saying.  Jesus prefers in 
both passages to refer to God’s 

present and future knowledge 
in the passive voice; but such 
statements of his remind us 
of truths God tells us in other 
places:  we will be judged 
according to our deeds in the 
body (Romans 2:6).  But just 
because God knows every little 
thing we’ve said or done does 
not mean such things preclude 
us from His forgiveness!  That 
is a wholly different subject 
indeed for the Christian.

Pastoral Assistant Paul Duerksen
St. Paul United Methodist Church

(Las Cruces, NM)

 The references you 
used in Luke 8 and 12 are 
not primarily referring to 
anyone’s personal sins. The 
context of these verses is more 
about what one believes. 
James 5:16 deals with open 
confession of ones sins so that 
they may find prayer support  
from the church. Peter also 
says that we should not forget 
where we have come from - II 
Peter 1:9

Pastor Fred Grenier
Church of the Nazarene

(Winslow, IN)

Video Rentals - Family/Christian
House of Prayer Every Thursday 7 - 9 PM

Call (575) 521-3811 for more info
2645 Missouri Suite 5

http://www.revivalfire.clearcheckout.com
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The Peace of His Presence

This is what the LORD says- 
he who created you, O Jacob, He 
who formed you, O Israel: “Fear 
not, for I have redeemed you; I 
have summoned you by name; 
you are mine. When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with 
you; And when you pass through 
the rivers, they will not sweep over 
you. When you walk through the 
fire, you will not be burned; The 
flames will not set you ablaze. For 
I am the LORD, your God, the 
Holy One of Israel, your Savior; 
You are precious and honored in 
my sight, and I love you. Do not 
be afraid, for I am with you. Isaiah 
43:1-5

So do not fear, for I am with 
you; do not be dismayed, for I am 
your God. I will strengthen you 
and help you; I will uphold you 
with my righteous right hand. For 
I am the LORD, your God, who 
takes hold of your right hand And 
says to you, Do not fear; I will help 
you. Isaiah 41:10,13

God has said, “Never will I 
leave you; never will I forsake 
you.” Hebrews 13:5

Everybody is looking for peace. 
Once Jesus spoke to a storm and 
stilled it, but on another occasion 
in the midst of a storm of the fears 
of his friends, He said simply, 
“I’m here. Take courage. Don’t 
be afraid” (Matt. 14:27). Then 
He commanded His friend Peter 
to walk toward Him in the midst 
of the storm that tested his faith. 
The point is this: Jesus does not 
remove all the storms even of 
His friends, but He is present in 
them with us. He comes walking 
on top of them to demonstrate to 
us that He has reasons for them 
and to show us His greater glory. 
Sometimes the footprints of His 
presence are not obvious: “Your 
path led through the sea, your way 
through the mighty waters, though 
your footprints were not seen” (Ps. 
77:19). Even then, the wind and 
the waves are under His feet that 
were later nail-pierced for us.

Why is peace a prayer issue? 
Paul, under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, coupled prayer with 
peace that passes understanding. 
“Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in everything, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. 
And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:6-7).

When did you sense God’s 
presence the strongest? Was it at 
the emergency room with a child 
with a concussion? Was it when a 
doctor gravely told you that you 
needed surgery? Was it through 
the hours of a loved one’s last days? 
Was it when a friend betrayed 
you? Was it when you could not 
see the future but trusted that God 
was guiding? Were these times of 
His presence challenging or sweet, 
or both? In times like those, Jesus 
calls you blessed. “Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet 
have believed” (John 20:49). The 
psalmist summed it up: “You will 
fill me with joy in your presence, 
with eternal pleasures at your right 
hand” (Ps. 16:11). 

God’s peace is one of the benefits 
of our covenant relationship with 
Him.

© 2000 Sylvia Gunter. Taken from 
Prayer Essentials For Living In His 
Presence, Vol 2, page 18. Available at 
www.thefathersbusiness.com An archive 
of past devotionals is available on the 
website.

Used by permission of www.
thefathersbusiness.com

Send info about your 
upcoming events to 
media4him@yahoo.com. Be 
sure to send them several 
weeks in advance of the 
event as The Messenger 
prints every other week. 
Check for other listings online 
at https://hismessenger.
wordpress.com.  

First and Third Thursday of 
each Month

FCCI Meeting – Great 
American Steakburger, 701 
S. Mesa Hills, El Paso, 7:00 
pm – 8:30 pm. For Christian 
business owners who desire 
to run their business to 
glorify the Lord. If you wish 
to attend it would help if you 
RSVP. For more info and to 
RSVP call Cris Green (915) 
252-3655.
 
Second Thursday of each 
Month
 
El Paso’s Northeast 
Quilters Guild – Grace 
Presbyterian Church, 
8001 Magnetic, El Paso, 
6:30 pm – 7:00 pm Social 
and Set up time; 7:00 
pm – 9:00 pm Meeting 
and Program. Program 
to be announced. Guests 
welcome. For more info 
call (915) 494-7977 or 
epnequilters@gmail.com.

 One Saturday of each 
Month
 
Christian Singles Bible 
Study – Christian Singles 
ages 30 to 65 from across 
El Paso meet at 6:00 pm for 
Potluck meal, Bible study 
and fellowship. No child care 
available. The group also 
gets together for other social 
events as they arise. For 
more info, location and date 
of each months meeting call 
Frances at (915) 525-3179.

Thursday, March 23rd

Rock & Worship Roadshow 
– Pan American Center, 1810 
E. University Ave. #284, Las 
Cruces, 7:00 pm. The 2017 
show features Steven Curtis 
Chapman, Rend Collective, 
Francesca Battistelli, 
Passion, Family force Five, 
and Jordan Feliz. Just $10 
at the door with VIP tickets 
also available to purchase.

Friday, March 24th

Newsboys Love Riot Tour 
– El Paso County Coliseum, 
4100 E. Paisano, El Paso, 
7:00 pm. Christian rock 
pop band, the Newsboys 
continue to sell out venues 
across the country and El 
Paso is next! The band has 
33 number one hits and 

multiple Dove Awards. For 
more info and tickets call 
(915) 533-9899.

Sunday, March 26th

Friendship Sunday – 
Lifegate Church, 10555 
Edgemere Blvd., El Paso, 
10:00 am. Join others in this 
special Sunday to bring a 
friend with you to church. 
Enjoy special music, a great 
Bible centered message, 
and a free light lunch after 
church. For more info call 
(915) 593-1122.

Saturday, April 1st

Jaci Velasquez in Concert 
– Grace Christian Center, 
El Paso, 7:00 pm. Jaci 
will be joined by husband, 
Nic Gonzales, founding 
member of “Salvador”.  
Tickets: kids 10 and under 
free, $15 general admission, 
$25 gold reserved, $45 VIP 
: front row and includes 
meet & greet & CD. Tickets 
are available at Grace 
Christian Center, online 
at www.itickets.com or at 
(800) 965-9324.

Saturday, April 8th

Priscilla Shirer 2017 
Simulcast – First Baptist 
Church, 106 S. Miranda, 

Las Cruces, 8:00 am – 4:00 
pm. The public is invited to 
participate in this special 
FREE Simulcast, including 
free childcare. Lunch is 
also available at cost. 
Registration closes March 
31. To register, or for more 
info call (575) 524-3691.

Saturday, April 22nd

4th Annual Discipleship 
Conference – Immanuel 
Church, 1201 Hawkins 
Blvd., El Paso, 9:100 am 
– 5:00 pm. This Annual 
Discipleship Conference is 
for all denominations and 
those interested in maturing 
in their relationship with 
God, and learning how to 
train others towards fulfilling 
the Great Commission. For 
more info call (210) 381-
0397.

Wednesday, April 26th

Chris Tomlin’s Worship 
Night in America – Don 
Haskins Center, 151 Glory 
Road, El Paso, 7:00 pm. A 
night of worship featuring 
Chris Tomlin and special 
guests Big Daddy Weave, 
Phil Wickham, Zach 
Williams, Mosaic M-S-C 
and guest speaker Jason 
Barton. For more info call 
(915) 747-5481.

The Father’s 
Business
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Golf is hard. Saving money with GEICO is easy.
You’ll feel like you hit a hole-in-one when you
find out how much you could save on your car
insurance. With our outstanding customer
service and low rates, you won’t want to take a
shot with anyone else.

Contact your local GEICO agent for your free
quote today.

915-779-2489
6600 Montana Avenue
El Paso
geico.com/elpaso

Take a shot at savings at
your local GEICO office.

El Paso

“In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, so 
that they may see your 
good works and give glory 
to your Father who is in 
heaven.” 
Ma�hew 5:16 


